
  
ErinHill Sketch Holiday 

 

Hoi An. Vietnam. 
December 1 - December 15 2017 

 
  



Your Guides 
 
Kathy Wesson is your Sketch tutor for the Hoi An, Vietnam Sketch Holiday. 
 
Kathy Wesson is a senior sketch tutor with Erin Hill Sketching, who has taught the Erin Hill way                  
of teaching you ‘to see’ for many years. This is so rewarding for people who’ve felt they had no                   
creative ability, or who feel their work needs to be more free. 
 
Not only will you be sketching with an hour, but you’ll be enjoying every minute of putting down                  
your impression. You’ll find it so much fun and you’ll hear much laughter as we sketch. 
 
Kathy will always see that everybody is working at their own pace and ability, so never be afraid                  
to let her know if you need help. It’s about being relaxed and enjoying what we do.  
These are simple impressions done entirely as you see them in the moment. 
 
Contact mobile. +61 413 007 209. If you are lost a text message will be best. Always keep the hotel                    
business card in your pocket, and show it to any taxi driver for you easiest way home. We are in a                     
charming small town, and all taxis know the way to our our hotel.  
 

 
 
Anna Barnes is our Sketch Tour manager for Vietnam, who travels with us on this tour. 
 
Anna is a long term traveller to Vietnam, has a deep and passionate relationship with the area we                  
are staying in, and has experience introducing many to the delights of the Vietnamese people,               
culture, food and scenery.  
 
She is a travel sketch tutor with Erin Hill Sketching, and has had a long career as a chef in                    
Sydneys small specialty restaurants, knowing Vietnamese food well. With a wonderful sense of             
humour, and taking care of our every need to do with hotels, accommodation, transport, special               
tours or exhibitions, she will also introduce you to some of the best behind the scenes activities                 
and family homes.  
 



Each morning after breakfast, before studio time, she will let us know what our timing and plans                 
are for the day. 
 
Contact mobile +61 490 345 782. If you are lost a text message is quicker. 
 

 

Itinerary 

 

Your hotel in Hoi An  
Loc Phat Hoi An Homestay, 420 Cua Dai Road, Hoian.  
 
If you are arriving at Danang International Airport the cost of a private car pick up is $17 (not                   
included in tour price), and will be billed to your room. Please let Anna Barnes know your flight                  
details, and your driver, Mr Hai, will be waiting for you upon arrival. Alternatively, you can catch a                  
taxi, or a tourist bus into Hoi An. Please email Anna at erinhillstudiobluemountains@gmail.com             
with your carrier, flight number and arrival time if you would like a private transfer. 

 



 
 

Friday December 1st.  Day 1:   
Our tour begins at 6 pm meeting in the hotel foyer where we meet fellow guests and will be                   
treated to a delicious dinner cooked by Linh in the restaurant for a welcome dinner.  

 
 

Saturday December 2nd.  Day 2:  
Kathy will begin our first lesson with an introduction to the EHS way of sketching and the                 
simplicity of our approach. We’ll also take a look at the magic of our customised sketch kit. 
Generally we will spend the first hour after breakfast each morning as ‘Studio time’ on warm up                 
sketches and techniques. Sometimes it will be an afternoon if we’re on the move. 
We’ll always let you know the sketch plan. 
We will then be taking a walking tour guided by Anna to acquaint ourselves with this beautiful                 
town.  
We will discover the famous hidden garden cafes of Hoi An, experience the delights of a Ca phe                  
sua da (Vietnamese coffee) and enjoy the unique tropical foliage and buzz of the town. A                
wonderful way to gently introduce you to this beautiful, and frenetic town. So much to see and                 
sketch.  
Lunch provided (famous Banh mi, the best you will ever taste!)  and then back to the hotel.  

 



 
 
 

Sunday December 3rd . Day 3 : 
Monday december 4th. Day 4:  
For the next two whole days we will sketch at various iconic and evocative locations around                
HoiAn “old town” with the group in the mornings, up until lunch (all lunches included). Your                
entrance ticket to old town (included) will include entrance to the ancient assembly halls,              
museums and historical buildings Hoi An is famous for. We will take time to sketch the Japanese                 
bridge, and lunches will include the wonderfully delicious Streets restaurant (a social initiative             
NGO helping street children with a new life), and an introduction to street food in the incredibly                 
interesting revamped main market. 
Afternoons are free for you to explore, shop, rest, sketch etc.  
We will provide you with a host of maps and suggestions for what to see that we may not get time                     
to see on our sketch tour as a group. 
Evenings are free for you to dine with the group or decide to dine elsewhere – there are endless                   
wonderful restaurants, bistros and bars within walking distance of our hotel.  
Make sure you catch the prettiest night markets in all of asia on the river. Anna will show you                   
how to get there. 
We suggest that if you’d like to dine together, you meet in the foyer at 7pm, and off you go with                     
whoever is there. This tends to be the trend wherever we’re staying. 



 

 
 

 



Tuesday December 5th. Day 5:  
 
It’s time to meet Mr Tam, and take a boat ride exploring the waterways of the Thu Bồn River in                    
Hoi An. You will see coconut palms, fishermen, local people's house boats and fishing villages. Mr                
Tam will take us to Cam kim island, where we will sketch the local carpenters wood carving and                  
the incredible works of art they produce on this unique island. Lunch will be at an organic                 
Vietnamese/Japanese fusion cafe, dedicated to improving food quality for the people of Vietnam,             
an eco-social project.  

 

 
 

Wednesday December 6th. Day 6. 
Thursday December 7th. Day 7. 
We spend two days exploring and sketching the vistas, the birds, boats, the rice paddies, water                
buffalos, lotus filled lakes, the colourful people and quirky highlights of Hoi An. We will take a                 
tour with Linh of the local fishing villages, and have a private seafood cooking class and lunch                 
with a local who grew up in the fishing village and whose family still lives there today. We will                   
sketch basket boats (round boats) fishermen, chickens, dogs, hammocks, thatched huts and            
experience local life.  

 



Friday December 8th Day 8:  
  
Sketch free day. Your chance to explore the things that you may not see with your sketch group.                  
Plenty of advice and ideas from Anna available. Perhaps it’s time to visit the tailors of Hoi An? 
 

Saturday December 9th Day 9:  
This morning we take a guided tour around the silk village, learn about silk growing and weaving                 
traditions of Vietnam. You will see real silk worms, silk harvesting techniques, and traditional              
weavers in action. Ancient traditional buildings will be explained, and your will see traditional              
costumes throughout the ages displayed. This is one of the best places to buy high quality silk                 
products, get some garments tailored, and pick up those Christmas presents for your return              
home.  

 

 
 
Sunday December 10th Day 10:  
An exciting trip to the local pottery village. Sketch potters at work, make some pots yourself and                 
buy treasures to take home. Incredible scenes of local life in an old traditional village. Hand                
cranked potters wheels, moss covered wells, narrow clay packed laneways and a peak into local               
life in this small and compact area of Hoi An.  

 
Monday December 11th Day 11:  
Have you heard of the Tre que herb gardens? It would have to be one the most tranquil spots in                    
Hoi An. Organic herb gardening, wonderful instructions and demonstrations on how to make             
fresh rice paper, locally sourced food, a few lessons on how to plant, water and harvest the herbs,                  
what the herbs are and how they are used, and a beautiful setting overlooking the herb gardens.                 
The most perfect place to sketch away the day.  



 

 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday December 12th. Day 12 
Sketch free day. Your chance to explore the things that you may not see with your sketch group.                  
Plenty of ideas and advice from Anna available. Time to pick up your new garments from your                 
tailor perhaps? New shoes? Maybe a massage?  

 
 
 
 



Wednesday December 13th. Day 13 
Thursday December 14th. Day 14 
Over these next 2 days together we will go on both a trip to the Marble Mountain in Danang to                    
explore the incredible caves, and marble statues, and we will sketch some of the fascinating               
coastline from the vantage point of the Hai Van Pass. We take you to some exciting local spots for                   
lunch, as well as give you free time and loads of suggestions for what to visit on this side of town. 

 
 
Final group dinner on Day 14 will be cooked again by the best chef in town, Linh at our Hotel                    
restaurant.  
 

Friday December 15th. Day 15  
The tour ends after breakfast at our hotel on Sunday december 15th. Check out time is 10am.                 
when you are free to depart for home or onward travel. 
 
 

 
 
Inclusions: 

● Daily Sketch tuition with Kathy Wesson (please note the sketch free days) 
● Your tour manager Anna Barnes’ services each day 
● Old town pass for 2 days (this includes entrance to 5 historical buildings of your choice) 
● Daily activities and tours, cooking classes, and sightseeing adventures as mentioned in the             

itinerary. 
● All accommodation December 1st check in after 2pm – final day checkout on December              

15th 10am check out including room tax, breakfasts, and daily taxes. 
● 11 morning tea beverages (local coffee, tea or coconut water etc), 11 Lunches and 2 dinners                

(alcohol not included). 

 



 
General Notes 

 
Walking: this is a travel sketching tour and we will need to walk to different locations. We are                  
happy where feasible to help you organise your own taxis if you are not able to do much walking.  
You are expected to be able to walk up to 2 kilometres easily and climb stairs (ie up and down to                     
subways etc) 
 
Itinerary: We have carefully designed the itinerary so to include all the most interesting and               
comfortable sketching spots if the weather and circumstances are to be as expected. Should the               
weather prevent us from commencing certain activities, we have plenty of alternate and equally              
interesting things planned for you. We will remain flexible and adjust the itinerary as needed, for                
your maximum enjoyment.  
 
Weather: Hoi An can vary at this time of the year but predominantly temperatures should be in 
the low 20's C. (65-75 degrees F) 
Pack layered clothes to peel off and a raincoat and warm lightweight parka (overcoat) just incase. 
Sturdy shoes are a must for the often cracked and uneven footpaths of Hoi An. Pack a portable 
fold up umbrella. 
Leave your expensive jewelry at home, and also a backpack or an “across your  body” style small 
bag is preferable to a handbag.  
 
Your Responsibility:  
You must ensure that you have a valid Vietnam VISA in your passport before you depart (details 
are with the Vietnam Embassy in Canberra.) Do not use the Visa on arrival service.  
http://vietnamembassy.org.au 
This is the direct link for information 
http://vietnamembassy.org.au/thu-tuc-cho-cong-dan-Viet-Nam-va-nguoi-goc-Viet 
And this is the link to download the form 
http://vietnamembassy.org.au/forms-of-registration 
Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months from your departure date from Vietnam.  
Check with your Doctor if you need travel vaccinations, and do bring plenty of tropical strength 
mosquito repellent. We are not in a malaria zone, but it's best to avoid being bitten. Discuss this 
with your doctor.  
You must have valid travel insurance for the entire time you are on the tour.  
 
Sketch Kit: If this is your first time sketching with us, the kit is available for purchase. Pre 
purchase well before the departure date so you are set to go upon arrival. (Do get a little zip bag 
to put them in.) 
We have custom designed our own Sketch Kit. We use particular colours in both w’colour paint 
and aquarelle pencils. We apply them in a unique layering system. This keeps it simple, fast and is 
easy for you to learn how to apply colour to your sketches. 
Exactly what you’ll need if you are sketching anywhere in the world. Designed to be minimal, fit in 
your shoulder bag and be ready to pull out anytime. Do get yourself a small zipper bag to hold 
everything in the sketch kit. You’ll also need to get a small water container. I use the pot shown 
below. 
We particularly need the yellow ochre colour in the aquarelle  pencils. 



Do bring at least 2 or more sketchbooks.  You’ll fill them quickly and not always easy to purchase 
in Vietnam. Also bring 2 sets of aquarelle pencils. They are easy to misplace when traveling. 
Essentially we use – 
Cotmans Pocket Plus Watercolours. We take out 4 colours, viridian, cadmium yellow, white and 
alizarin to have those shown below, in that order. 
1.Pale yellow hue  2.Yellow ochre  3.Cadmium red hue  4.Permanent rose  5.Burnt sienna  6.Burnt 
umber  7.Hookers green dark  8.Sap green 9.Cerulean 10. Ultramarine  11.Cobalt  12.Purple Lake 

 
 

The Full Sketch Kit: – AU $150. For all term classes,  Intensives, Travel Sketching Holidays. Uses 2 
mediums. 
* Cotman’s Pocket Plus Watercolour Set 
* White Chinagraph pencil.  
* A5 sized ringbound 110gsm Sketchbook ( 9 x 6 inches in USA ) 
* Set of black waterproof drawing pens. 
* Set of 12 Watercolour Pencils.  
* Barrel Sharpener  
* Waterbrush pen. 
Additional materials if you wish. White gel pens. Sepia drawing pens. Rosemary & Co traveling 
1/4″ Dagger paint brush.  
(Please bring a small water pot like that shown above, with an attached lid. (empty the contents 
first)  for when we use watercolours, and a small pack of tissues) 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

And of course, there is Pho. We will be eating Pho (bring your own fork with you in your luggage if 
you can't use chopsticks) 

 
 

Happy Sketching everyone! 


